
Dear Friends, Family and Prayer Partners,

We are going to shift to a first of the month format for our Prayer Partner Update.  This will be easier to send to you directly via e mail plus the first of the month is an easier trigger for Dennis (I'm the culprit) to remember.  Now this Update is earlier than the first of June because the next month and a half will be very busy. Our next Prayer Update will come out around July 1. We'll explain this further in more details.  

Update from February through mid May

Dennis traveled to the Twin Cities with Kent Wilson, our West Coast Regional Director.  This was a training event for Kent.  We had a wide variety of church contacts as well as meetings with Bethlehem Baptist members and the Assistant Dean of the new Seminary which will be on the Bethlehem campus.

Phil Baur, the new US Director as of September 1, recently merged the Student Mobilization and Church Mobilization Departments and called them collectively the "Mobilization Department".  In the past few months, Phil decided to make Tom Englesman the new Director over the Mobilization Department.  Dennis was asked to step down and become one of the regional representatives covering Great Lakes churches and campuses.  This has been freeing for us as it will be less travel to Detroit for Executive Staff meetings once a month.  (An interesting note is that Tom and his wife Lisa were at Michigan State when Dennis was networking with South Baptist back in the 1980's).  Now Tom is Dennis' new boss and we are off to a good start.  Tom and Lisa have served with SEND in Taiwan and East Asia. This is really an important decision for SEND to make because a number of the current department heads are in the 60-65 age range.  We want to a seamless transition in all US departments.  

Judy continues to recover from her left knee replacement and we are now trying to be faithful in walking one hour each day--a good time to talk too.  

Due to budget considerations, SEND's Annual Family Conference scheduled for the third week in July was canceled for this year.  We all are very sorry about this but the U.S. Office budget is tight.  This has had implications for both the former Student Mobilization and Church Mobilization Departments.  We have had to cancel the Sending Church Track, Explorer Track, and Professor Track (run by the Student Mobilization reps).  We in the Mobilization Department are looking for other ways to expose the three tracks to SEND.   

Dennis made a 3 day whirlwind trip (April 28-30) to the Northeast to meet with family, prayer and financial partners, and one of Dennis' former students from Faith Academy and his family.  He narrowly missed other prayer partners in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  Dennis' last visit on Thursday was in Reading, PA, where our sister agency, Christar International, is located.  It was very helpful to brainstorm with Christar leadership concerning ways in which SEND and Christar might share services and work together.  Since then, Dennis met with the Director of the Engineering Center of HCJB in Elkhart and his Personnel Director to discuss the same concept.  Agencies must work together more, especially in these difficult economic times. 

Requests for Mid May through June

1.  Pray for the Annual Planning Retreat starting tomorrow morning and runs through Thurday evening. Tom Englesman will be leading this Mobilization Retreat in Detroit. Pray for wisdom for Tom as he leads us.  

2.  Pray for Dennis and Cary Perdue who will travel back to Indiana Thursday evening to northern Indiana.  

3.  This leads to the big request.  Nate, Sheri and Cameron arrive this coming Sunday at Detroit Metro airport and will be with us for almost three weeks.  We will be very busy this coming weekend with final preparations. We are excited to see them on Sunday. Tim and Lori will come from Indianapolis to join the rest of us for 5-6 days in the Traverse City area of Michigan.  This part of the country is very special to us as a family--we have been going there almost every year for more than 15 years. Pray that this will be a special time for the entire family.

4.  Pray for Nate, Sheri and Cameron as they leave us and begin an extensive trip to the Southeast and then up the East Coast.  They will be spending special time with Nate's family in northern New Hampshire.

5.  Pray for the Lord's provision of full support for us.  Our new US Director wants all U.S. staff to be at 100% support.  He formerly was Alaska Area Director and is asking each of us in the US staff to pray for and be diligent about sharing how strategic mobilization of new missionaries is for the growth of SEND and reaching the least reached around the world.  While the 100% support goal is set before us, we are sad to lose the financial support of our second largest supporting church-- $500/ month--which ends with the June gift.  This is due to a shift in ministry philosophy.  We appreciate this church so much since it is the church that we worked with for the first two years of our life together. 

6. On a  very personal note, pray that we will be faithful in our daily quiet time and exercise.  We want to walk in step with the Lord each day and in step with each other.

Our next Prayer Partner Update will be much shorter !!!!

Together For the Gospel,

Dennis and Judy Carlson

PS. Our current snail mail address is 122 River Park Drive, Middlebury, IN 46540.  
