What’s Bugging You?

Week Eight – Celebrate 
MONDAY 

READ the Bible story together with your family. Look it up in the Bible!

Jesus shared a story. “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one asked his father for his share of the property, and the father gave it to him. Soon, the young son packed up and moved away to another country, far from his family. After he had spent everything he had, there was a food shortage in the whole country and he was in need. So, he went and got a job feeding the pigs. He began to get hungry and started to eat the pig food. Finally, the son came up with a plan to return home and work for his father. While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him. The father ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The son said to his dad, ‘Father, I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father had servants dress him up and throw him a party. The father announced ‘My son was lost, but now is found!’ And they celebrated his return.” (Source: Luke 15:11-24 NIV)
TUESDAY 

REFLECT as a family on the lesson taught last weekend by referring to your child’s weekend service handout. Here is an example of one of the ideas mentioned:  Look up 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 in the Bible. What does God want us to do?
WEDNESDAY

REQUEST a time for your family to meet together for a family prayer. Give your children an opportunity to tell you some of their prayer requests. Take time for anyone who wants to pray silently or aloud. Here is a sample prayer.
Dear Jesus, Thank you for creating us “on purpose.”  We pray for opportunities this week to use our uniqueness to serve You by serving others!  Amen.  

THURSDAY 

REMEMBER the weekly Bible verse and take turns reciting it to each family member.  
FRIDAY

RESPOND to what you have learned as a family this week by taking an action step!  Here is an example of something you can do as a family to reinforce the Bible theme for this week: Have a celebration dinner with your family!  Decorate place cards for each member of the family. On the back of each place card, write a special character trait about that person.  At dinner, have each member of your family read their character trait and celebrate the special way God created each of you!  
